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Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity Announces

$1.5 Million Grant to Promote Energy Efficiency

Provides Greater Incentive for Rural Electric Consumers to Go Green

SPRINGFIELD – The Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity (DCEO) announced May 7, 2010, a $1.5 million federal stimulus grant to assist the Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives (AIEC) in implementing a new energy efficiency initiative. Through the HomE program, AIEC members will receive incentives for equipment upgrades and other measures to reduce their energy consumption.

“The state’s investment in energy efficiency programs like HomE reinforces our commitment to building a stronger and greener economy in Illinois,” said DCEO Director Warren Ribley. “Through this program, we’re demonstrating how environmental protection and economic development go hand-in-hand by creating jobs, improving our energy consumption and saving money for hard-working Illinois families.”

Through HomE, AIEC and its member cooperatives will provide rebates for residential homes owned by electric cooperative members in Illinois. Participating members must start by having an energy assessment done by their local electric cooperative, which then makes them eligible for rebates for heating-cooling upgrades, installation of a heat pump water heater or insulation and weatherization as recommended in the energy assessment.

The rebate program will fund 30 percent of insulation and weatherization costs, and will provide rebates for installation of heating-cooling system upgrades. These range from $350 for a furnace or central air conditioner upgrade, to $1,000 for a high efficiency air-source heat pump and $1,500 for a geothermal heat pump. There is also a $250 rebate for installation of a heat pump water heater.

“The electric cooperatives of Illinois are heavily invested in promoting energy efficiency for their member-owners. The HomE program is a great asset and should provide an excellent incentive for cooperative members to make these improvements right away, improving the energy efficiency of thousands of homes,” said Duane Noland, president and CEO of the AIEC.

John Freitag, AIEC vice president of operations, administers the statewide program. He recommended that co-op members interested in the energy efficiency program contact their local electric cooperative as soon as possible. The program starts with the residential energy assessment. Each electric cooperative has trained staff in place who will visit the member’s home, do a walk-through assessment and then provide recommendations for energy efficiency upgrades.

“There are a lot of small things that most home owners can do to tighten up their homes and make them more energy efficient. Really, often it’s the small things that can pay off in significant ways — things like replacing incandescent bulbs with compact fluorescents, or adding or replacing weather stripping around windows and doors,”  

Freitag noted. “And in some cases, adding insulation or replacing the heating-cooling system might be warranted. In these instances, our HomE program really provides a great incentive to install the most efficient products on the market today.”

Freitag suggested that the HomE incentive funds might be exhausted quickly, so interested cooperative members are urged to contact their local electric cooperative right away.

The grant was awarded through the Electric Efficiency Program, a component of the state’s Energy Plan, administered by DCEO and funded by the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA). Over $100 million in federal recovery funding is available to implement the plan, which is Illinois' most comprehensive effort to date to achieve significant gains in energy efficiency and renewable energy.

For more information on the program, including eligibility details, visit the Illinois Electric Cooperatives website at http:// www.aiec.org/. For more details on the State’s Energy Plan and other energy efficiency programs, visit the Illinois Energy Office’s website at www.illinoisenergy.org.

Based in Springfield, the AIEC provides legal, engineering, communications, safety training, legislative and other services to 27 electric cooperatives. AIEC member cooperatives serve more than

279,334 farms, homes and businesses in 90 counties, with 55,592 miles of line. AIEC is a member of Touchstone Energy® — an alliance of more than 703 local, consumer-owned electric utilities around the country, committed to providing superior service based on four core principles:  

integrity, accountability, innovation and commitment to community.

