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PARIS, IL – Dan Vandiver President/CEO of Illinois Cooperative Association Inc., doing business as Clear Talk, and Nancy Buchanan of Buchanan Communications announced today the sale of Buchanan Communications to Illinois Cooperative Association Inc.  Nancy Buchanan started Buchanan Communications Inc. in the Decatur, Ill. area over twelve years ago. Buchanan Communications Inc. provides Motorola voice and data communications products and services to industrial, commercial and small business owners as well as law enforcement agencies. Buchanan, along with an energetic staff, has grown the business to become one of the largest communications providers in central Illinois.


Illinois Cooperative Association Inc. is a not-for-profit cooperative with three members: Corn Belt Energy Corporation, Bloomington; EnerStar Electric Cooperative, Paris; and Shelby Electric Cooperative, Shelbyville. Illinois Cooperative Association, dba Clear Talk was formed on March 1, 1997 and provides 800 MHz wide area trunked communication service across most of central Illinois. Clear Talk has an extensive Motorola SmartZone system stretching from near the St. Louis area to the fringes of the Chicago area. “Our staff provides maintenance on infrastructure for the Illinois state police on their StarCom 21 system,” says Vandiver. “Their sites are co-located at our 800 communications sites.”


Vandiver said the merger of the two organizations brings together employees, who together are much stronger, more diversified, and better able to service the customers total needs.


The newly acquired division will continue to operate out of the same location in Mt. Zion, Ill. with Clear Talk continuing to be headquartered in Paris, Ill.  Vandiver said customers will continue to interface with the same Buchanan personnel and can expect to receive the same quality of service as they have come to expect. 


Vandiver expressed appreciation to Buchanan for her help and enthusiasm in making a smooth transition for customers and employees.


Vandiver said, “With Clear Talk’s present infrastructure and with the Buchanan Motorola dealership the new organization has immediately become a dynamic, high-tech supplier to the voice and data communications customers in central Illinois.”


For the electric cooperatives of Illinois Vandiver says the acquisition of Buchanan Communications will help co-ops build on newly installed automated metering infrastructure and other smart grid applications such as automated vehicle location communication technology. 


“The smart grid innovations our electric cooperatives are adding require a robust communications system that extends over a extremely large geographic foot print. The smart grid will also create a large increase in data communication. On top of that there is a huge evolution going on in the way the spectrum is managed with a shift to narrow banding and digital radio communications equipment. We are excited about the opportunities this brings, and the new assets and expertise that Buchanan Communications provides Clear Talk.”
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